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Legacy of the 
NRCNAA  

1994-1995

Dr. Leigh Jeanotte

1995-2007

The late Dr. Alan Allery

2007-2009

Dr. Leander “Russ” McDonald

2009-2013

Dr. Twyla Baker

2013-2017

Dr. Paula Morin-Carter

2017-Current

Dr. Collette Adamsen



From Left: Cynthia LaCounte; Shawn Egeland (representing Dr. Leigh 
Jeanotte); Kathy Allery & Gina Allery (representing the late Dr. Allery); Dr. 
Richard Ludtke; Brad Hawk (representing Dr. Russ McDonald); Dr. Twyla 
Baker; Dr. Paula Morin-Carter; and Dr. Collette Adamsen.



NRCNAA &     
Native Aging in 
Place Project 
(NAPP) Team

 Native American Caregiver 
Curriculum

 Native Elder Services 
Locator

 Native Urban Elder Needs 
Assessment Survey

 Identifying Our Needs: A 
Survey of Elders

 Well-Balanced Program



Identifying Our Needs: A Survey of Elders
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 Meets the Title VI Grant Application requirements

 No Cost for Participation

 Culturally relevant

 Data is owned by the Tribe

 Nutrition, Support, & Caregiving services
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Step 1: Obtain permission to 
participate from Tribal 
Government

Step 2: Provide Tribal Elder count

Step 3: Surveys are mailed and 
interviews with Elders begin

Step 4: Send completed surveys 
back with Tribal Resolution

Step 5: Data Analysis

Identifying Our Needs: A Survey of Elders

• How to Get Started



What goes into the Data Analysis?

NRCNAA.ORG

Preparing 
the data 

instrument 
(Survey)

Collecting 

Data 
(Interviews)

Scanning 
the surveys                                                    

Cleaning 
data with 
statistical 
software

Analyze the 
data

(Comparison 
sheets)

Model the 
data

(Infographics)
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Title VI Grant Application

Title VI Program & Tribal Government 
receives report via a “Comparison Sheet”

• Tribal Data
• Aggregated Tribal Data
• National Data
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Needs Assessment 
Deliverables

NRCNAA can produce infographics with 
the tribal and aggregated data. 



Identify Our Needs: A Survey of Elders 
Participation in Cycles I - VII

9,403
10,743

15,565

18,089
17,049

18,134

23,427

Cycle I - 190 Tribes Cycle II - 324 Tribes Cycle III - 268 Tribes Cycle IV - 234 Tribes Cycle V - 262 Tribes Cycle VI - 267 Tribes Cycle VII  - 198 Sites
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Total Number = 112,863 surveys
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Does your tribe offer the following services?

 Adult day care 
 Caregiver programs
 Case management 
 Elder abuse prevention programs
 Emergency response systems
 Employment services
 Financial assistance
 Home health services
 Home repair
 Home modification
 Information & referral assistance 
 Legal assistance 
 Home delivered meals
 Congregate meals
 Personal care
 Respite care
 Assisted living
 Retirement communities
 Nursing facilities
 Government assisted housing
 Shared housing
 Senior Center programs
 Telephone reassurance
 Transportation
 Volunteer services
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Collette Adamsen, PhD
Director

collette.adamsen@und.edu

Jordan Dionne, BBA
Project Coordinator

jordan.dionne@und.edu

Courtney Davis Souvannasacd, MS
Outreach Coordinator

courtney.davis@und.edu

Primary Contacts for

Identifying Our Needs: A Survey of Elders 
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National Resource Center on   
Native American Aging

1301 N Columbia Rd Stop 9037
Grand Forks, ND 58202-9037

T 800.896.7628
F 701.777.6779

E info@nrcnaa.org

Wilson Wewa, Warm Springs 


